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Slide 1 

APES Review 2014

Study the test, not just what the test 
claims to test!
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APES Test Overview

Monday, May 5, 2014 at 8:00am
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APES Test Overview

• This is the FIRST AP Test you will be taking if 
you are taking more than one AP Test this 
year.

• Your guidance department can give you more 
info on how to fill out paperwork and where, 
specifically, you will be taking the test.

• http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public
/courses/teachers_corner/2128.html
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APES Test Overview

• Most 4-year colleges/universities will accept a 
4 or 5 on the AP Environmental Science Test.

• Most colleges will accept a passing score on 
the APES Exam in lieu of AP Bio, AP Chem, or 
AP Physics.   

• Check with your college to determine what 
score you need to get on the APES Exam to 
earn college science credit
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APES Test Overview

• Passing the APES Exam can get you more than 
just credit for Environmental Science!!

• Keep the syllabus from your APES class and 
show it to your college during registration.  
They can give you credit for an introductory 
Biology, Chemistry, or Physics class!
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Topics Covered on APES Exam

• Earth Systems and Resources (10-15%)

• The Living World (10-15%)

• Population (10-15%)

• Land and Water Use (10-15%)

• Energy Resources and Consumption (10-15%)

• Pollution (25-30%)

• Global Change (10-15%)
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What does the APES Exam look like?

• Multiple Choice

– 60% of your score

– 100 questions

– Most are recall questions but some will require 
you to interpret information, analyze a graph, or 
evaluate a situation

– 2 types:

• “regular”

• “sophisticated matching”
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What does the APES Exam look like?

• Free Response:

– 40% of your score

– 4 questions with 4-5 parts

• 1 Document Based Question (DBQ)

• 1 Data Set Question

• 2 Synthesis and Evaluation Questions

– You will be asked to solve the world’s problems by 
showing what you already know and using that 
knowledge to come up with reasonable solutions
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How do I score a 4 or 5?

1. Know the test taking tips and strategies I’m 
about to give you.

2. Review only the science that you need to 
know and eliminate the “fluff”

-I’ve cut away all the “fluff”, so everything I give 
you is the bare minimum that you need to know 
to pass.

3. Study what you don’t know, not what you do 
know.
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Test Taking Strategies

• Strategy 1:  Pace Yourself

• Strategy 2:  The 3-pass System

• Strategy 3:  Process of Elimination (POE)

• Strategy 4:  Aggressive Guessing

• Strategy 5:  Word Associations

• Strategy 6:  Mnemonics

• Strategy 7:  Identify Question Types

• Strategy 8:  The Art of the ETS Essay
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Strategy 1:  Pace Yourself

• You have 90 minutes to answer 100 multiple 
choice questions.

• You will have a 10 min break

• You will have 90 minutes to answer 4 – free 
response questions that contain 4-5 sections 
each

• Answer ALL QUESTIONS!!!

• There are no point deductions for wrong 
answers!! (many study books aren’t updated)
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Strategy 2:  The 3-Pass System

1. First Pass - Read each question:
1. If you know the answer, answer it
2. If you’re not sure, move on to the next

2. Second Pass - Re-read the questions you’re not sure 
about:

1. If you think you can answer it, take some time and answer it
2. If you have no idea about the question, move on to the next.

3. Third Pass – mark “b” for every question you don’t know
1. DO NOT CHRISTMAS TREE…statistically you will get more 

answers right if you answer the questions you don’t know with 
the same answer!
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Slide 13 Strategy 3:  Process of Elimination 
(POE)

• Do this during your second pass

• You’ve been doing this strategy for years on 
multiple choice tests.  Don’t stop now.
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Strategy 4:  Aggressive Guessing

• Remember that when you do POE, you 
increase your chances of getting the correct 
answer.

• If you cannot eliminate any answers, choose 
“b”
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Strategy 5:  Word Associations

• Memorize the vocab words I will be giving you

• Group words by association

• Remember that much of what you have learned 
crosses many chapter’s in your text book.  
– Example:  Ozone depletion is touched on in the intro 

chapters, the air pollution chapter, the Global Change 
chapters, etc.

• Key words are repeated over again throughout 
the course, associate the words together when 
answering questions
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Strategy 6:  Mnemonics

• When memorizing a list (like the 6 major air 
pollutants), create a funny sentence or word 
that you’ll remember.  Make it dirty if you 
want…whatever it takes to get you to 
remember the list

– Example:  SPLONC – Some Pollution Lands On 
Nature Constantly

– Sulfur dioxide, Particulates, Lead, Ozone, Nitrogen 
dioxide, Carbon Monoxide.
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Strategy 7:  Identifying Question Types

• Don’t get confused when they ask you 
“EXCEPT”, “NOT”, “LEAST” Questions.

• Spot all the right statements and cross them 
off.

• You’ll wind up with the wrong statement, 
which happens to be the correct answer
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Strategy 8:  The Art of the ETS Essay

• You will have 90 min to complete 4, 4-part, free 
response questions.
– One DBQ, One Data Set, Two Synthesis and Evaluation 

Questions
– You will have to do calculations on one question and create 

a controlled experiment on another

• Brainstorm and Outline – spend no more than 5 min 
doing this on each question

• Label Diagrams and Figures
• Refer to Labs you did in class, and your unique 

experiences and geography of South Florida (ie
Everglades)
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